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Map of the Hidden River Complex, near where I-65 crosses the Green River, near Munfordville. This cave was discovered
in June 1975 as a result of our interpretation of the chemical analyses of water from 43 springs at 15 locations, 13
of which are shown here as red dots. The other two locations are north of the_map area. These 43 springs have heavy
metals (chromium, nickel, copper, and zinc) in concentrations that meet current drinking water standards but which are
2 to 20 times higher than in springs upstream or downstream or in the river itself. During the 3-month period that
the cave entrance was accessible because of the low water, 1,519 survey stations were set and 13.33 miles of passage
were mapped. It is the third largest cave in Kentucky and more remains to be mapped here. The red lines indicate the
flow path at Tow water. Note how the water diverges from the main stream. Dashes indicate dye-traced paths. If the
water were to rise one to six feet it would take several different routes and flow to high level springs. Two of the
several unusual features of this cave are: 1) the increase in the size of passages at the upstream end of the system,
and 2) entry of most water into the cave from a lake 100 ft wide, 56 ft deep, in a vertically-walled chamber.7) ft high;
it comes from an effluent-laden stream in Hidden River Cave, 4 miles to.the south, and at a groundwater velocity that,

during low to moderate flow, may exceed 1000 ff per hour. After a heavy rain or when Green River rises 6 to 10 feet,
most of the passages are flooded. (There are numerous safe refuges in the cave.) Some of the passages are 40 ft x 40 ft
and there is a river 40 ft wide, 8 ft deep, with 12 ft of air-space, and 1.5 miles long. From this cave we have learned
much about the origin and development of caves beneath the Sinkhole Plain and their relation to the overlying valleys.
Tha rocharae area for the two springs shown as qreer dots hac et been determined.
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